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Several large clay jars were found in James Bay, Santiago Island, during a recent underwater site 
evaluation connected with the proposed marine extension of the Galapagos National Park. They were 
buried one-third to one-half their diameter in sand at a depth of 12 to 15 meters. Seven complete jars were 
removed along with several fragments. All the jars were of similar shape, varying in height between 60 and 
7Ocm, with their largest diameter of 30 to 35cm near the top and tapering gradually to a rounded point. 
The presence of jars in the shallow waters of James Bay is well-known to Galapagos residents. In 1970 
some dozens of jars were removed from this site and sent for study to continental Ecuador. What 
eventually became of them is not known. The new finds are on display in the Van Straelen Hall at the 
Charles Darwin Research Station. 
Both James Bay and Buccaneer Cove on Santiago (James Island) are known to have been haunts of 
English pirates in the late 17th century. At these locations the buccaneers could find fresh water and giant 
tortoises which provided them with fresh meat. Heyerdahl (1963) states that in 1684 the buccaneers , 
including Cowley, Dampier, Davis, Wafer, Ringrose and Cook, spent 12 days in the vicinity of James Bay, 
dividing and storing their spoils. Eight tons of quince marmalade and large quantities of flour are reported 
to have been stored at James Bay but no pirate gold. 
I! is not uncommon today to encounter thick pieces of red clay pottery at the visitor sites at Buccaneer 
Cove and James Bay. Could these jars be some of those that formerly contained the quince marmalade; 
and could it be that they are the historical equivalent of the modern tin can, designed to be discarded once 
empty? Additional information is being sought. 
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Clay jars from James Bay, Santiago: found on the sandy bottom at a depth of 13-14 metres. 
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